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The European Federation of Inland 

Ports (EFIP) was created in Brussels in 

1994. Today it counts some 200 inland 

ports in 18 countries in Europe. EFIP 

intervenes with respect to the European 

insititutions  

 to uphold and promote the role of 

inland ports in multi-modal chains; 

 to highlight their essential character 

in the economy as centres of 

attraction for industrial, commercial 

and logistical activities; 

 to understrike their role as actors in 

national and regional development. 

For further information, please contact: 

 
EFIP 

Ms. Karin De Schepper  

Place des Armateurs 6 

B – 1000 Bruxelles 

Phone:  +32 2 420 70 37 

Fax:  +32 2 420 03 71 

E-mail: efip@skynet.be 
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EFIP  

July 1999 

Foreword 

 

EFIP was created in 1994 to highlight that inland ports had 

to be taken into account when developing a common 

European transport policy. It is with great pleasure that I 

note that the cooperation between EFIP and the EU 

institutions has been considerably enhanced since then. 

Inland ports play an important role as multi-modal 

interconnection points in the European hinterland and their 

essential function in the transport chain is increasingly 

acknowledged. Several studies have shown their 

considerable impact on the regional and national economy 

as centres for industrial and logistical activities.  

The trans-European networks (TEN) are a very important 

field of activity to optimise the conditions for a smooth 

supply chain management throughout Europe, upgrading 

infrastructure and removing bottlenecks. The priorities in 

the framework of TEN and its financing should not only be 

seen as a political opportunity, but as how limited resources 

can be exploited in a cost-effective and creative way. As 

dynamic interfaces for the collection and distribution of 

goods, inland ports form indeniably part of the network.  

Efficient and competitive transport systems are essential for 

economic prosperity in Europe. They moreover help to 

reinforce social and regional cohesion. New technologies 

need in this frame to be promoted in order to rationalise 

further transport services. From a legal point of view 

competition rules have to be safeguarded enabling an 

optimal integration of transport economic activities and 

boosting efficiency. Last but not least, the quality of life of 

the European citizens must be guaranteed by a special focus 

on environmental friendly alternatives. 

The EU common transport policy is at the core of inland 

ports’ attention and activities. EFIP looks forward to 

continuing a constructive dialogue and to build with all 

parties involved on a competitive Europe based on 

sustainable mobility. 

 

Klaus van Lith 

EFIP President 
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Transport policy in 19981999 

 

1. Trans-European networks 

The Commission issued end 1997 a proposal 
to complement the TEN-guidelines with 
seaports, inland ports and multi-modal 
terminals. All inland ports equipped with 
combined traffic facilities were incorporated in 
the proposal. By doing so, the Commission 
went beyond the actual intention to add 
seaports and understriked the need for an 
integrated approach on interconnection points 
in the network. The European Parliament fully 
supported this view of the Commission and 
went even further. Apart from the ports with 
combined traffic terminals, ports with important 
bulk and general cargo trades are also 
involved in multi-modal cross-border flows. 
The Parliament called upon the Commission 
and the Council to take account also of these 
ports in the future TEN-guidelines because of 
their European dimension. The EU transport 
ministers endorsed the Parliament’s views and 
will hopefully adopt soon a common position 
including inland ports. EFIP welcomes this 
very positive signal given by national 
governments to support inland ports in their 
future development.  

2. Enlargement 

Apart from the screenings in the field of 
transport EFIP closely followed the TINA-
process, the transport infrastructure needs 
assessment in the applicant countries. Our 
federation particularly welcomed the initiative 
of the Economic and Social Committee to 
actively involve the industry in the activities, 
since it is crucial that the network corresponds 
to the needs of the direct users. EFIP is 
hopeful that the analysis on links such as road 
and rail corridors will be completed with the 
multi-modal potential of the overall network by 
adding systematically the interfaces combining 
road, rail and waterborne transport. EFIP 
provided data on inland ports and called upon 
the policy-makers to create a multi-modal 
network instead of modal ones in order to meet 
the goal of efficiency and sustainable mobility. 
It counts upon the pre-accession instruments 
Phare and ISPA to translate this objective into 

concrete actions. 

2. Combined traffic 

EFIP continued to draw attention to inland 
ports’ capacity and the added-value they 
represent as inter-modal nodes for a positive 
development of combined transport in all its 
techniques. They respond to the growth of 
unitised freight by paying continuous efforts to 
modernise transhipment facilities and ancillary 
services. An increased number of inland ports 
is equipped with one or more combined traffic 
terminals, creating an excellent environment 
for tri-modal transport operations in the 
European hinterland. 

EFIP therefore welcomes the decision of the 
transport ministers to prolong the financial 
assistance until 2001 to the PACT-programme. 
PACT proved to be a very useful instrument to 
encourage valuable innovative operations 
which start off very well thanks to some initial 
financial support. EFIP hopes that the use of 
combined traffic will be further enhanced 
through an agreement on tax rebates and the 
exemption of certain driving restrictions for 
heavy goods vehicles. 

The mentioned measures are very helpful 
instruments, but of course more needs to be 
done. Another priority is for example the 
harmonisation of loading units and different 
technical regulations depending upon modes. 
Furthermore, the current scope of combined 
traffic is still too much restricted to rail-road. 
Combined traffic must in fact allow the most 
efficient transport mix according to a particular 
situation. The waterborne sector (inland 
shipping, sea-river and short-sea) as a very 
reliable and environment friendly mode must 
be fully included in every initiative related to 
combined traffic. 

4. Inland navigation 

EFIP very much looks forward to the initiative 
of establishing a European promotion agency 
for the sector joining efforts of national and 
regional promotion bodies to underpin its 
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economic and environmental advantages at 
European level. Other positive news is the 
planned web site on inland shipping on the EU 
homepage EUROPA, which will bring 
extensive information on the Community fleet 
and its operators, the waterway network and 
legislation. EFIP especially appreciates that it 
will highlight the modern role of the sector 
within the context of the entire transport chain. 
It is another tool to strengthen the position of 
inland shipping in Europe.  

5. Short-sea shipping 

EFIP also attaches great importance to the 
developments in the field of short-sea 
shipping. EFIP is represented in the short-sea 
panel of the Maritime Industries Forum to 
represent the inland ports with sea-river 
activities. The Panel decided in 1998 to 
enhance its activities on the commercial front 
thereby relying on more co-operation with 
shippers. The workshop organised in Bilbao in 
February of this year examined by specific 
case presentations innovative approaches for 
the promotion on short-sea. Studies have 
shown that the actual share of short-sea in 
transport is much more significative than 
estimated so far. It is however felt that still 
political action is necessary to remove certain 
barriers. The MIF Plenary issued a 
recommendation underlining the need for a 
more level playing field between transport 
modes. 

There is good news from the Dutch authorities 
with regard to transit procedures for sea-river 
vessels passing seaports. After several 
complaints from the operators involved in the 
Germany-UK trades about the transit 
requirements in the Dutch seaports, the 
transport ministry in The Hague finally decided 
to start shortly with an experiment for a 
simplified procedure for inward and outward 
clearance obligations If the outcome is a 

success, the new practice will be applied to all 
trades. EFIP is hopeful that this example will 
be followed. 

6. Railway policy 

The railways are together with road transport 
and inland shipping an important ally of inland 
ports for offering smooth transport services in 
an increasing inter-modal environment. As a 
lot of inland ports are directly served by the 
public railway network, by private railway 
undertakings or are even owners themselves, 
they very much look forward to a real opening 
of the sector. Extended access to the public 
network will encourage newcomers to enter 
the market. Innovative solutions and a growing 
interconnectivity up to terminal level in ports 
will enhance seamless flows and increase 
opportunities for successful partnerships 
between transport operators. EFIP looks 
forward to intensifying its cooperation with the 
railways. 

7. Fair and efficient pricing 

Much attention was given last year to the 
internalisation of infrastructure and external 
costs. The European Commission and the 
Parliament have high hopes that the principle 
based on the marginal social cost pricing will 
encourage a more sustainable transport 
system and provide incentives for appropriate 
investment in transport infrastructure. EFIP 
subscribes to the user pays-principle, but does 
not think it will be the magic solution to solve 
all current problems. Various transport experts 
forecast that effects of charging on a modal 
split will be rather low. Nevertheless, EFIP can 
agree that the transport user should bear the 
non-internalised costs he imposes on society. 
An important condition is however that the 
application does not lead to new distortions of 
competition which favour one mode vis-à-vis 
another.  
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Priorities for the future 

 

1. An integrated pan-European 

transport system 

EFIP wishes to stress the importance of an 
overall vision on the pan-European transport 
network. This will be crucial to enhance 
seamless trade flows in an enlarged Europe. 
New trends in logistics have to be taken duly 
into account supposing an efficient interlinkage 
of modal infrastructure. Developments have to 
be market-driven in the first place. The current 
focus on corridors and routes in transport 
policy must be completed with attention for the 
supporting role of interconnection points such 
as inland ports where modes come together. 
By exploiting economies of scales with barge 
and train shuttles, multi-modal terminals can 
contribute to a transfer of a significant part of 
the collection and distribution function inland 
away from the major seaports. As such, the 
economic supply and demand of big 
agglomerations in the hinterland can be valued 
through multi-modal inland hubs enhancing a 
better use of available infrastructure.  
 
The financial means to reach the goals of an 
operative TEN are limited. This increases the 
importance of interconnecting optimally the 
national networks and to avoid wasting of 
valuable resources. As the Commission 
proposal for a revision of the TEN-guidelines is 
said to concentrate on the integration of the 
network and a more efficient use of available 
infrastructure, EFIP hopes that purposeful 
attention will be given to interoperability and 
technical standards for the transition between 
modes. 
 

2. Intelligent transport services 

There is absolutely no doubt that modern 
information and communication technology will 
increasingly rationalise existing transport 
operations. Inland ports are very hopeful that 
concrete actions will follow by the EU 
institutions to support this evolution. A lot is 
already happening in the area of modal 
oriented traffic management and navigation 
systems. As the most pertinent conclusion 
from the latest TEN-implementation report by 
the European Commission is the need to 

integrate the modal networks into a seamless 
system, also the information systems need to 
be integrated at the nodal points to avoid 
ruptures of flows. Inland ports are very 
concerned about this matter, because there 
are already several isolated solutions as a 
result of local initiatives that are unfortunately 
not compatible. Interoperability and a 
standardisation of systems covering the overall 
transport chain are required for the sake of 
efficiency. EFIP believes that the TEN-budget 
must allocate a fair part of funding in this area. 

3. European Data System 

EFIP considers the establishment of a 
comprehensive European wide data system of 
utmost importance. Reliable data and scientific 
prognoses in all transport fields are crucial to 
underpin and to guide the common transport 
policy. Several initiatives related to statistics 
and information gathering have been taken in 
some fields. EFIP however feels that more 
should be done to come to a systematic and 
coordinated approach enabling a global 
understanding of the transport system and its 
future trends in a pan-European context. An 
example could be to integrate the geographic 
information systems of TEN and TINA and to 
enlarge the scope. EFIP is committed to 
provide on a regular basis data related to 
inland ports covering traffic, infrastructure, 
services, employment etc. 

4. State aids 

EFIP looks forward to the revision of regulation 

1107/70 covering all land modes and hopes 
that the new state aid regime will be clear in 
terms, leading to more transparency. Following 
the example of the guidelines in the field of air 
and sea transport, it should be stated that 
infrastructure investments are not to be 
considered as State aids if there is free and 
equal access to the infrastructure for all 
interested operators. As interfaces between 
road, rail and shipping, inland ports also 
advocate a more level playing field between 
the modes to avoid distortion of competition. A 
balanced development of multi-modal and 
combined traffic requires a neutral and 
discrimination-free access to state aids in 
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order to allow all efficient combinations without 
favouring a particular mode. 

5. Safety and environment 

Inland ports occupy a strategic geographic 
location near the centre of European cities. 
They possess a valuable resource for the 
economic life of the urban regions in terms of 
accessibility, industrial activities and 
employment. They are also very conscious of 
what is at stake with regard to mobility, 
regional planning and environment. Therefore, 
inland ports work closely together with national 
authorities for ensuring safety rules optimising 
further development rules their role in regional 
and local planning. The European Commission 
scheduled an extensive package of initiatives 
with regard to safety and environment. EFIP 
will be happy to cooperate also with the EU to 
continue raising standards and to guarantee 
quality of life for the European citizens.  

6. Seaport policy 

EFIP counts among its members inland ports 
which are also de facto and/or de iure 
seaports. There are sea-river ports in Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Portugal 
and Sweden which are accessible to sea-going 
vessels They are situated deeper into the 
hinterland along navigable rivers, canals or 
lakes. Although they respect all rules with 
regard to seaports and contribute to the shift 
«from road to sea», they tend to be often 

forgotten in EU policy. EFIP insists on their 
recognition as seaports.  

In follow-up to the green paper on seaports, 
the European Commission prepares proposals 
on the liberalisation of port services. The 
inland ports subscribe to the principle of open 
markets laid down in the treaty. With respect of 
safety standards, free access must be ensured 
and abuse of dominant positions should be 
outruled in the port sector. The treaty offers a 
clear set of rules defining the freedoms and the 
competition provisions for examining each 
case in detail. Therefore, EFIP sees no 
immediate need for a specific regulatory 
framework to enforce an open port market. 

7. External relations 

EFIP hopes that the technical talks between 
the EU and Russia will progress on the 
opening of the Russian inland waterway 
network and that formal negotiations can start 
soon. Although negotiations might reveal very 
difficult, inland ports ask the EU institutions to 
exercise pressure on Russia to open its market 
and to accept reciprocity in relations. The 
potential for European sea-river shipping and 
trade opportunities on the extensive Russian 
waterway network is enormous. 
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New actions 

 

1. EFIP Masterplan 

A new updated version of the Masterplan will 
come out. In 1997, the «Masterplan - 
Multimodal freight centres in Inland Ports» was 
launched to take stock of the latest 
developments in the inland ports' sector. 
Whereas inland ports were always involved in 
the transhipment and storage of bulk cargo, 
they now also increasingly handle general 
cargo and unitised goods. All ports with at 
least one terminal for combined transport were 
outlined on a map covering the European 
Union and central and eastern Europe.  

The new version will incorporate all inland 
ports, which fulfil the criteria. This Masterplan 
has been addressed Visualising a network of 
multi-modal interconnection points across the 
European hinterland, it will be a tool for the 
industry active in the transport sector and to 
political decision-makers.  

2. Fact-finding 

While inland ports follow the new trends and 
develop with their partners service packages 
for high value goods such as cars, containers, 
swap-bodies or palletised dangerous goods, 
they did not wait to implement also innovative 
concepts for bulk cargo, their traditional core 
market. Transhipment and storage facilities are 
modernised to ensure cost reduction and high 
quality. With the possibility of an optimal mix 
between road, rail or inland shipping, inland 
ports create an alternative to the traditional 
unimodal solutions for a wide range of 
products. 

A new action was initiated this year to gather 
all user relevant information on the inland 
ports’ sector. Together with user-friendly maps, 
EFIP will present these data including a 
description of each port. A next step will be a 
presentation of the all information related to 
European inland ports on on a web site.  
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Facts & figures 

 

Total waterborne transhipment in EFIP ports per country in the 

period 1996-98 in million tonnes 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Total Growth 

1996 280,9  

1997 284,5 + 1,28 % 

1998 296,9 + 4,36 % 

 

 

 

 

Overview of transhipped waterborne freight in 1998 
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Growth of waterborne container transhipment in EFIP ports in 

million TEU 

 

The box takes each year a leap. The figures in the graphics are only based upon data from container terminals in 
France, Germany, Holland, Sweden and Switzerland. The total figure on transhipment of containers in inland 
ports in 1998 amounts to at least 4 million TEU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview of transhipped NST-R categories in waterborne transport 

in 1998 
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Average modal split in inland ports in 1998 
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EFIP members 
EFIP membership covers some 200 inland ports along the waterways in the European Union and 
central and eastern Europe. EFIP started in 1994 with 10 member countries. Meanwhile, the 
federation keeps growing. Its objective is to represent all inland ports in Europe to defend the interests 
of the sector at best. In 1998, NV Zeekanaal in Belgium and the ports of Varna and Rousse in Bulgaria 
joined. This year, EFIP welcomes the inland ports along the Douro river in Portugal and the sea-river 
port of Randers in Denmark. At present, 18 countries are represented within the federation. 

 

Country Address Phone and fax Internet  

Austria Interessengemeinschaft Öffentlicher Donauhäfen 
Österreich (IGÖD) 
Hauptplatz 6, 4470 Enns 

+ 43 7223 84151 
+ 437223 83958 

ennshafen@hafen.co.at 
www.hafen.co.at 

Belgium NV Zeekanaal 
Oostdijk 110, B - 2830 Willebroek 

+ 32 3 860 92 70 
+ 32 3 860 92 78 

willy.robijns@zeekanaal.be 
 

 Port de Bruxelles 
Place des Armateurs 6, 1000 Bruxelles 

+ 32 2 420 67 00 
+ 32 2 420 73 90 

ch.huygens@port.irisnet.be 

 Port autonome de Liège 
Quai de Maestricht 14, 4000 Liège 

+ 32 4 232 97 97 
+ 32 4 223 11 09 

- 

 Port autonome de Charleroi 
Rue de Marcinelle 88, 6000 Charleroi  

+ 32 71 31 96 33 
+ 32 71 32 44 57 

- 

 Port autonome de Namur 
R. des Dames Blanches 27, 5000 Namur 

+ 32 81 24 98 01 

+ 32 81 24 98 07 

- 

Bulgaria Ports of Varna and Rousse 
1 Slavejkov sq., 9000 Varna 

+ 359 52 257 319 
+ 359 52 242 019 

headoffice@port-varna.bg 

Czech Republic Ceske Pristavy a.s. 
Jankovcova 6, 170 04 Praha 7 
 
CSPL a.s. 
Karla Capka 1, 405 91 Decin 1 

+ 420 2 800 119 
+ 420 2 802 857 
 
+ 420 412 561 240 
+ 420 412 511 599 

cpusti@telecom.cz 

 

karel.horyna@cspl.cz 

Denmark Randers Havn, Havnekontoret 
Kulhomsvej 1, 8900 Randers  

+ 45 86 42 10 57 
+ 45 86 40 71 81 

rds-havn@post8.tele.dk 

Finland Lake Saimaa Ports Association 
Kipparinkatu 1, 53101 Lappeenranta 

+ 358 5 61 62 004 
+ 358 5 61 62 901 

juha.willberg@lappeenranta.fi 
www.lappeenranta.fi 

France Association Française des Ports Intérieurs (AFPI) 
Place Leroux de Faukemont 
B.P. 1394 R.P., 59015 Lille Cedex 

+ 33 3 20 22 73 80 
+ 33 3 20 22 81 67 

mcleroy@portdelille.com 

Germany Bundesverband öffentlicher Binnenhäfen (BÖB) 
Hammerlandstraße 3, 41460 Neuss 

+ 49 2131 90 8231 
+ 49 2131 90 8282 

boeb@binnenhafen.de 
www.binnenhafen.de 

Hungary Hungarian Association of Inland Ports 
Ferroport Budapest 
Szabadkikötö ut 5-7, 1211 Budapest 

+ 36 1 278 40 11 
+ 36 1 278 40 00 

mester@elender.hu 

Italy Azienda Regionale per i Porti di Cremona e 
Mantova 
Via G. Pedone 20, 26100 Cremona 

+ 39 0372 46 1748 
+ 39 0372 45 7471 

- 

Luxembourg Port Fluvial de Mertert 
6688 Mertert 

+ 352 74 04 64 
+ 352 74 88 13 

- 

Netherlands Nederlandse Vereniging Binnenhavens (NVB) 
Markt 29, 6811 CH Arnhem 

+ 31 26 443 82 87 
+ 31 26 389 25 48 

smitcom@euronet.nl 

Poland S.W.O.C. S.A. Silesian Duty Free Zone 
ul. Portowa 28, 44 100 Gliwice 

+ 48 322 31 39 55 
+ 48 322 31 05 47 

jurek@swoc.gliwice.pl 
www.swoc.gliwice.pl 

Portugal Instituto de Navigabilidade do Douro 
Rua dos Camilos n°90, 2°, 5050 Peso da Régua 

+ 351 54 32 40 21 
+ 351 54 32 40 23 

ind@mail.telepac.pt 
www.ind.pt 

http://www.lappeenranta.fi/
mailto:mcleroy@portdelille.com
mailto:boeb@binnenhafen.de
mailto:mester@elender
mailto:jurek@swoc.gliwice.pl
http://www.swoc.gliwice.pl/
mailto:ind@mail.telepac.pt
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Romania Union des Ports Intérieurs Roumains (UPIR) 
Administratia Portulior Dunari Maritime (APDM) 
Str. Portului nr 34, 6200 Galati 

+ 40 36 46 00 70 
+ 40 36 46 01 40 

anca.barat@telebot.net 

Slovakia Slovenska Plavba a Pristavy, a.s. 
Divisa Pristav Bratislava 
Pristavna 10, 821 09 Bratislava 

+ 421 7 368 432  
+ 421 7 363 002 

business@spap.sk 
www.spap.sk 

Sweden Ports of Lakes Mälaren and Vänern 
Västeras Hamn AB 
Seglargatan 3, 721 32 Västeras 

+ 46 21 15 01 00 
+ 46 21 15 01 40 

port@vasteras-hamn.se 

Switzerland Rheinhäfen Beider Basel 
Hochbergerstrasse 160, 4019 Basel 

+ 41 61 631 45 45 
+ 41 61 631 45 94 

rene.hardmeier@bs.ch 
www.bs.ch/rsd 

 

 

 

mailto:business@spap.sk
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Aken  Andernach  Anklam  Aproport  Arles  Arnhem  Aschaffenburg  Avignon Le Pontet 

 Bad Essen  Baja  Bamberg  Basarabi  Basel  Bazinul nou Galati  Bechet  Bendorf  

Berlin  Bingen  Bonn  Born  Braila  Brandenburg  Bratislava  Braunschweig  Breisach 

 Bruxelles  Budapest  Calafat  Calarasi  Cernavoda  Chalon en Champagne  Charleroi 

 Chiciu  Chvaletice  Colmar  Corabia  Cremona  Decin-Loubi  Deggendorf  Dietfurt  

Docuri Galati  Dorsten  Dortmund  Dresden  Drobeta Turnu Severin  Duisburg  

Dunaujvaros  Düsseldorf  Ede  Eisenhüttenstadt  Emmelsum  Emmerich  Enns  

Erlangen  Essen  Frankfurt am Main  Fürth  Gelsenkirchen  Germersheim  Getmold  

Giurgiu  Gliwice  Groningen  Györ Gonyü  Halle  Hamm  Hanau  Hannover  

Hannover-Brink  Heilbronn  ‘s Hertogenbosch  Hildesheim  Hirsova  Imatra  Isaccea  

Joensuu  Karlsruhe  Kehl  Kelheim  Kitzingen  Kleve  Koblenz  Kolin  Köln  Komarno 

 Königs Wusterhausen  Köping  Krefeld  Krems  Kuopio  Lahnstein  Lamego  

Lappeenranta  Leer  Liben  Liège  Lille  Linz  Lovosice  Lübbecke  Ludwigshafen  

Lüneburg  Lünen  Lyon Edouard Herriot  Macin  Magdeburg  Mahmudia  Mainz  

Mannheim   Mantova  Medgidia  Melnik  Meppel  Mertert  Merzig  Mikkeli  Minden  

Mirejovice  Misburg  Mohacs  Moldova Noua  Moldova Veche  Mühlhausen  Mülheim  

Münster  Nalehozeves  Namur  Neuss  Nijmegen  Nürnberg  NV Zeekanaal  Ochsenfurt 

 Offenbach  Oldenburg  Oltenita  Orsova  Orsoy  Osnabrück  Oss  Paris  Passau  

Peine Salzgitter  Plochingen  Pocinho  Ports Rhénans Alsace Sud  Praha  Radotin  

Randers  Regensburg  Reims  Rompormet Galati  Roßlau  Rousse  Saarlouis Dillingen  

Sardouro  Savonlinna  Schweinfurt  Södertälje  Spelle Venhaus  Speyer  Strasbourg  

Straubing  Stuttgart  Tilburg  Tisovita  Trier  Tulcea  Turnu Magurele  Twente  Tynec 

nad Labem  Uelzen  Usti nad Labem  Utrecht  Valence  Vänerhamn  Varkaus  Varna  

Västeras Velten  Venlo  Wanne-Eickel  Weil  Weißenthurm  Wertheim  Wesel/Kanal  

Wesel/Rhein  Wien  Wiesbaden  Wittenberge  Wittingen  Wolfsburg/Fallersleben  Worms 

 Wörth  Würzburg 

 

 


